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SENIOR PASTOR
Submitted by Pastor Louise Westfall

I laugh ruefully remembering how fun | thought it would be to riff off a year that reflects perfect vision. 2020 is in the
books now, and will certainly go down as one that challenged us as never before. So much of what we took for
granted changed: from in-person to online worship; from coffee hour conversations to weekly Zoom gatherings; from
caring visits at hospital bedside and nursing home rooms to prayers offered in phone conversations; from serving
meals to delivering food supplies; from congregational singing to pre-recorded “virtuous” choir and solo singers; from a
building that once buzzed with activity and people to one that created space for New Genesis quarantining and
isolation, barred to other groups. Four young people were confirmed in Christian faith and joined Central, and we
received just four adult members. We marked the deaths of loved ones
with sadness, but had no funerals or memorial services. We celebrated no
weddings or baptisms.

It was a year marked by loss; yes. But it also clarified essential elements of
Central that did not change: God’s love poured out upon us, uniting us in
our separate places; Christ’s mission to serve one another and our most
vulnerable neighbors; the Holy Spirit igniting and sustaining the caring,
compassion, and connection of this community. We miss each other
deeply, yet remain committed to the health and safety of Central and the

wider community. Lot“sevWestf
pastor

We learned new ways to worship, and I’'m deeply grateful to Wil Smith who : {
has been a technical marvel in producing worship services accessible
through website and Facebook, and even by phone without Internet
access. He's kept the music playing! Surely the memories and stories
shared by Central’s long-time members in worship throughout the fall were
highlights of our 160th anniversary celebration! We welcomed guest preachers Evan Amo, Joel Adams, Diane Moffett,
Olivia Hudson Smith, Fernando Rodriguez, and our own Sherry Kenney.

Molly Brown and an active Mission Committee responded to increased needs of our neighbors and tapped your
immense generosity. The COVID Response fund helped us provide Central families with rent assistance and
unemployment support. Individuals and teens volunteered at Metro Caring. The Men’s Group delivered food from “We
Don’t Waste” to New Genesis. Contributions to our mission partners increased significantly, as did gifts to special
offerings. Along with two other Presbyterian congregations, we initiated a new ministry with migrants. The prayer
shawl and Samaritan meal ministries flourished, with tangible expressions of love to members in times of recovery and
healing (as the recipient of meals and a lovely prayer shawl following hip replacement surgery, I’'m grateful!).

We learned new ways to care for one another through safely-distanced, outdoor social events, parish check-in phone
calls, cards and notes, Zoom fellowship time following worship, and in December an all-church candle delivery. We
prioritized member care because we don’t want anyone to suffer from isolation or loneliness (but please let us know if
you notice someone “gone missing” so we can extend the care of this community). We also discovered the potential of
internet for faith formation and education. Tim’s weekly “Thrife” course on spirituality and creativity draws folks coast-
to-coast. Bible study is available with Text-plorations. Wil’'s weekly “Hymns by Request” is a bright moment of
immersion in the songs of faith, hope, and peace. | am proud of your sturdy willingness to engage with long-standing
issues of racial justice and the Presbyterian Church (USA)’s Matthew 25 initiative.

Financial support of Central’s mission and ministries stayed steady for the most part. We benefited from a Payroll
Protection Program loan (which will convert to a grant), and will apply for a second one in 2021. These loan/grants
have allowed us to continue robust work and hew to our goal of reducing the unsustainable draw from the restricted
endowment to zero within the next few years. With your approval of a loan from the Presbyterian Investment and Loan
program (at below market rate), construction will begin on capital projects this spring. Big thanks to Elder Adam Brown
and the Budget & Finance Committee for their faithful and care-full work overseeing Central’s finances.

| want to give a special shout-out to Kathleen Eckert, Church Administrator, for her extraordinary work this year. She
continued to be a welcoming, helpful presence in the Main Office even as the pandemic took hold.

Continued on page 3



STATISTICAL REPORT

MEMBERS
January 1, 2019

GAINS
Certificate of Transfer or Reaffirmation of Faith
Confirmation

Total Gains

LOSSES
Transfer
Request
Death
Total Losses

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP
December 31, 2020

339

SN

337

NEW MEMBERS

John Ferguson
Andi Pellicci
Pete Davenport
Cathy Davenport
Grace Malone
Sam Habib

lan Nyberg

Sean Ghulati

DEATHS

Ardys Anderson
Richard Lafoon
Helen Murphy
Lois Vogelsang
Sue Wilcox
Margaret Zier

Transfer
Reaffirmation
Reaffirmation
Reaffirmation
Confirmation
Confirmation
Confirmation
Confirmation

November 17, 2020
May 14, 2020
February 25, 2020
June 3, 2020
November 6, 2020
July 3, 2020

Senior Pastor continued

3/17/2020
3/17/2020
3/17/2020
3/17/2020
10/20/2020
10/20/2020
10/20/2020
10/20/2020

She has fielded innumerable phone calls, helped people figure out how to get into Zoom meetings, created eye-
catching written materials and a more dynamic weekly e-newsletter, sorted mail, paid bills, interacted with vendors
and repair people, greeted members and visitors warmly, and generally been the oil that has kept the machinery

running smoothly. Kathleen is deeply committed to Central’s mission and it shows in everything she does.

Recently | asked elders what word or phrase they most associated with Central, and was surprised by one who said
“Home.” He spoke about changes and transitions in his family’s life, in the church and in society, and added that
Central is the place he always feels at home. That’s such a testimony to the truth that a church is not a building (even
though I’'m grateful for ours!), but a beloved community of God’s people who shine with inclusive acceptance, joyful
purpose, and persevering faith. Thank you for being part of Central in this difficult year. With gratitude and trust, let
us move into 2021 and welcome one another to the home where we all belong.

With love,
O@W%

Pastor Louise Westfall



PARISH ASSOCIATE
Submitted by Reverend Tim Mooney

2020 was quite a year! Together we faced many challenges: the COVID-19
pandemic, no in-person worship, George Floyd’s death (and many others) and the
deeply buried issues of racism and white privilege, and political polarization in our
country. And just to make sure there was an appropriate amount of stress in my life,
we - my sister Chriss, her husband Marc, and | - realized a long-time dream: we
bought the family compound in the mountains in Buena Vista! At times, the two-plus
hour commute weekly to and from Denver is sketchy with blowing snow, but the
balance of three days in the office and four in the mountains is food for my soul. |
am grateful for your flexibility and support.

In the first days of the pandemic, when it became clear in-person worship would put
congregants in peril, we had to quickly figure out how to worship and offer classes
“virtuously.” We all worked hard at this, but a shout-out must go to Wil Smith and
Kathleen Eckert for their technical and computer expertise, and for their patience
with the rest of us!

When Pastor Louise spent three months in Washington D.C. to care for her first
grandchild, Ever — a wonderful opportunity for her! — | took on more responsibility for
the live parts of our online worship, and the Wednesday evening Moment for Meditation, which we eventually
discontinued due to low numbers of viewers. | continued to preach once a month.

One of my goals for 2020 was to create a class where others could discover, free, and live into their creative soul, made
in the image of God. Thrife: Creating a Thriving Spiritual Life, met that goal and more. The live-streamed, twelve-week
course, offered on Mondays at noon, drew a strong attendance, and reached people from California to Connecticut.
After four classes | added a 1pm Zoom Gathering for class participants and it quickly became a community of such
care and encouragement, that participants kept meeting weekly after the course ended. They encouraged me to offer
the course again, to invite new participants, and to more deeply engage in the practices and tasks offered each week.
In early January 2021, Thrife finished its 2nd edition and participants encouraged me to offer the 12-week course again
to first-timers, and to fine-tune the practices and tasks for the veterans. | am excited to continue Thrife in 2021.

Thrife also helped me stretch toward another goal for 2020 although in an unexpected way. In 2014 | started a New
Worshiping Community, Community of One, at First Avenue Presbyterian Church when | served as their transitional
pastor, and four years ago | partnered with Zach Hancock to lead Pree-n-Pree here at Central. | hoped to start another
New Worshiping Community, but the pandemic delayed those plans. But the community that Thrife has created
displays much of what | had hoped to achieve with a New Worshiping Community.

| am grateful for the opportunity to work and serve with the Faith Formation Council and the Board of Deacons. The
Faith Formation Council grew from two to seven active members in 2020. Many thanks to Elders Michael Hofmann,
Gary Ringler, and Alfredo Kemm, Molly Brown, Director of Mission and Faith Formation, Emma Moore, Youth Ministries
Assistant, and members Cathy Hawk and Jessica Warren. The Faith Formation Council continues to build up the
number of Central’s members who deepen their areas of passion and interest and offer classes and experiences for our
congregation. Each one of us has a gift to offer to the Beloved Community. Thank you for your willingness to step into
a leadership role. This year the Board of Deacons focused more on regular contact with members since there was no
after-church fellowship. Many thanks to Board of Deacons Chair Billie Lusk, Elder Rachel Dempsey, Bruce Heagstedt,
Marty Jewell, Laurie Hergenrader, Jacque Howard, Charlie and Sara Baldwin, Kristin George, Dave Ramsey, and Elin
Towler. For more information please refer to the Faith Formation Council and the Board of Deacons Reports.

Along with attending Zoom Presbytery Assemblies, | continued to serve on the Vision Team for the Presbytery in
monthly Zoom meetings, and working on a smaller team writing a vision statement for Presbytery approval. With the
onset of the pandemic, the demonstrations around the death of George Floyd and racial injustice, and the changes in
transitional leadership at the Presbytery, this work is still unfinished.

Continued on page 5



MUSIC AND ARTS
Submitted by Wil Smith, Director of Music

The music program at Central had a very promising beginning in 2020. The Chancel choir collaborated with Peoples
Presbyterian for our annual Martin Luther King Day service together. The Central Stage Players, led by associate music
director Sarah Eaton and director Rachel Dempsey, were busy rehearsing a new production of James and the Giant
Peach with our youth. The handbell ensemble was ringing in our services, including their last on February 9. We hosted
concerts in the beginning of the year by the Baroque Chamber Orchestra
of Colorado, the Denver Women’s Chorus, the Denver Philharmonic, and
the Denver Pops Orchestra. Jean Herman curated an outstanding group
of artists in the Sturgeon Room Gallery. And the choir sang its most
ambitious work to date: Maurice Duruflé’s beautiful and haunting
Requiem, performed with orchestra in our March 8 service.

And then: pandemic. The Requiem was the last time a concert or service
occurred with an audience in our sanctuary.

We had to quickly figure out how to adapt to a socially distant year. While
many of our in-person events were suspended, we figured out in the
places we could how to adapt to online. While many things were
suspended, our choir ‘rehearsals’ have continued as Zoom sessions on
Wednesdays. Our section leaders continue to contribute solos to Sunday
morning Services. Our choir records virtual choir videos 2-3

times per month which are included in our services.

Wil added video editor and producer to his job titles this year.
After some experimentation with how the online service works
best, we found that a mixture live/pre-recorded service works
best. This allows for some elements that don’t need to be
live—such as musical elements and call to worship readings
from congregation members—to be mixed with the live
portions, which include the sermon and the prayers. That way,
the congregation can watch live and type in prayers requests
that are prayed for in real time by the pastors.

Christ the Savior'is born;
Christ the Savior is born!”

We can’t wait to sing together, ring together, and attend
concerts together at Central very soon!

Parish Associate continued

The amount of phone calls made in 2020 is off the charts compared to 2019. It became the most important way for me
to connect with Central members, particularly the elderly, those in assisted living, and those experiencing isolation.

In a crazy, challenging time, we have adapted, experimented, and continue to explore ways to reach out to our
members and friends, and to those who might find us online because of the way we live into our own sense of God’s
call on us as individuals and the beloved community. | am proud to be a part of the staff at Central and grateful for the
passion, time, and energy given by Elders, Deacons, and members who find meaning and give hope in serving the
mission of Christ here at Central.

As 2020 played out with all its challenges, in the background remained a worry for me. After my brain surgery in May
2019, and the rapid healing and return to life, the question remained — would the lesion grow back? In September of
2020 | went in for an MRI and the results came back negative. There was nothing in my brain! But you knew that
already.

I am full of gratitude for the privilege and the opportunity to be your Parish Associate.



CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRIES

Submitted by Molly Dowling Brown, Director of Mission and Faith Formation
Staff: Molly Brown, Barb Brueggemann, Emma Moore, Rachel Palmiero

January and February 2020 saw our children and youth participating in our regularly scheduled programming: playing in
the nursery, sharing in Bible Story Chapel, engaging at The Worship Center, contributing to Worship services,
practicing for James and the Giant Peach, enjoying the Confirmand and Youth Lock in plus in person Marade, voicing
concerns around environmental degradation, painting bowls for
Souper Bowl of Caring, cooking soups for Souper Bowl of Caring,
and collecting donations for Metro Caring! At the time, all of this
seemed routine and followed along with the carefully crafted
calendar of activities for Children, Youth, Family Ministries. Then
March arrived and we realized we were no longer operating as
planned.

I’m grateful for the adaptability and creativity of Central’s children,
youth, their families, and the staff here at Central. Throughout the
pandemic, we have continued to show who we are as a Matthew
25 church: 1) Catalyze congregational vitality 2) Work towards
eradicating systemic poverty 3) Dismantle structural racism. These
three tenets of serving as a Matthew 25 Church are vitally needed
in our community; the pandemic made these calls to action even
more vital.

Middlers and youth faithfully volunteered at Metro Caring

throughout 2020 following Metro Caring’s stringent volunteer protocols necessitated by COVID-19. Toddlers and

children colored a beautiful banner for our church neighborhood to enjoy designed by a Central parent/artist/architect.

Families gathered outdoors in distanced ways for fun: karaoke, pottery painting, pumpkin decorating. Families donated

to purchase and fill backpacks for La Puente in Alamosa. Teens participated in devotions and mindfulness exercises
led by a Central parent specifically trained in this area.

Families recorded themselves passing the peace to share
during virtual Worship. Bible stories resumed thanks to virtual
Worship and Wil Smith’s trustworthy recording. Confirmation
classes continued via Zoom culminating in our 6 Confirmands,
their dedicated mentors, prayer partners, and families finishing
the journey together. Confirmands shared their personal faith
statements with Central’s Session over Zoom. Central youth
were key participants in October’s Mission Sunday as they
thoughtfully reflected upon and shared the service work they
participated in plus what it truly meant to them.

Families shared Advent devotions and activities and created
their own personal Advent wreaths in December. Christmas
cards were mailed to migrants detained at the GEO Facility in
Aurora. Children built gingerbread houses as a fundraiser for
Habitat Denver. Central families adopted families in need at
Central Visitation Program. As always, New Genesis Socks of Love generated fantastic support. Over 30 families
dropped by Central on the fourth Sunday of Advent to deliver their stuffed Socks of Love, wave at staff, and chat with
our very own Santa.

We continue forward with work, growth, adaptation, disappointment, perseverance, commitment, kindness, generosity,
and love.



FAITH FORMATION COUNCIL

Submitted by Tim Mooney, Parish Associate
The Faith Formation Council continued to explore its Vision Statement adopted in 2019...
Engage the Mind...through Education and Enlightenment
Awaken the Soul...for Purpose and Passion.
Move the Heart and Hands...with Compassion and Service.

...and impacted by the pandemic in 2020. Classes and educational experiences moved to online platforms, and
adjustments were made as we worked “virtuously.” Our Zoom Coffee Hour lead directly into Faith Formation Classes,
with 15 to 25 screens on average, 30 to 40 participants. As the pandemic waned we offered some in-person, outdoor
gatherings, notably Theology on Tap, and when it waxed we returned to online gatherings. Our classes took into
account the issues of our day (pandemic, racism, white privilege and supremacy, political and personal polarization),
the desire to deepen our individual faith, and to encourage the active practice of our faith in expressions of love and
justice.



